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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Billings, on March 25, 2003, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


KRISTIN SMITH appeared on charges of possession of counterfeit money and dealing in counterfeit money.  SMITH is a resident of Billings and is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges SMITH faces penalties, on both counts, of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.


JASON JARED HEATHMAN appeared on charges of 3 counts of conspiracy to manufacture and distribute methamphetamine and 1 count of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  HEATHMAN is a resident of Miles City and is currently detained.    If convicted of this charge HEATHMAN faces penalties in regard to count I, II and II of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  In regard to the possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, HEATHMAN faces penalties of 40 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Montana Department of Justice Criminal Investigations.


HEATH KALINE appeared on charges of sexual abuse of a minor.  KALINE is a 20-year-old resident of Ashland and is currently detained.  If convicted of these charges KALINE faces penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


MATTHEW R. SCHMALZ appeared on a criminal complaint on 2 counts of possessing and in counterfeit U.S. currency.  SCHMALZ is a resident of Park City and is currently detained.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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