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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Missoula, on March 25, 2003, before U.S. District Court  Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, the following individuals were arraigned:


TIMOTHY W. OMER appeared on charges of bank fraud.   If convicted of these charges OMER faces penalties of 30 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigations and the Internal Revenue Service - Criminal Investigations.


SHARON KILGORE RICE, a 67-year-old resident of Missoula, appeared on charges of interstate domestic violence and aiding and abetting interstate domestic violence; interstate stalking and aiding and abetting in interstate stalking; harboring a fugitive and conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  RICE is currently released on her own recognizance with conditions.   If convicted of this charge RICE faces penalties in regard to interstate domestic violence and aiding and abetting of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  In regard to the charge of interstate stalking and aiding and abetting, she faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.   In regard to the charge of harboring a fugitive, RICE faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  In regard to the charge of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, RICE faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine, 5 years supervised release and loss of some federal benefits.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


During a federal court hearing in Great Falls, on March 25, 2003, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Carolyn B. Ostby, the following individuals were arraigned:


BRIAN LEE BIG BOW and FLORENCE HARE appeared on charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine in public housing; possession with intent to distribute cocaine in public housing; distribution of methamphetamine in public housing; distribution of methamphetamine; and forfeiture.  BOW is a 26-year-old resident of Havre.  HARE is a 25-year-old resident of Havre.  BOW and HARE have been released on their own recognizance with conditions.  In regard to the charge of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine in public housing, BOW and HARE face penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 years to 80 years in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 8 years supervised release.  In regard to the charge of possession with intent to distribute cocaine in public housing, BOW and HARE face penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 6 years supervised release.  In regard to the charge of distribution of methamphetamine in public housing, BOW and HARE face penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 6 years supervised release.  In regard to distribution of methamphetamine, BOW and HARE face penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


If convicted of these offenses, BOW and HARE may have to forfeit to the United States any and all property constituting or derived from any proceeds that they obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the drug trafficking offenses.


Lori Harper Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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