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ANTONIO JOSEPH CROSSGUNS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 26, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CROSSGUNS, a 20-year-old resident of Heart Butte, pled guilty to charges of involuntary manslaughter.  CROSSGUNS is to appear for sentencing on July 17, 2003, at 1:00 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on March 21, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on the afternoon of June 26, 2002, CROSSGUNS and two others worked on the cab of CROSSGUNS’ pickup truck at a residence near Heart Butte.


When the men finished working on the truck, CROSSGUNS drove his truck to an individual’s ranch.  On the way, he saw two girls walking along the road.  The girls accepted a ride from CROSSGUNS.


The group then proceeded to the ranch, which is located on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, where they drank alcohol until the early morning hours of June 27, 2002.  Some of the young women at the bonfire eventually asked CROSSGUNS to take them for a ride in his truck.  CROSSGUNS agreed to do so.  Three people accompanied CROSSGUNS.  He attempted to drive up a steep hillside.  When the truck hit soft dirt near the top of the hill, it could not accelerate any further.  CROSSGUNS then backed down the hill.  He again attempted to ascent the hill.  Near the top of the hill, the truck stopped moving, so CROSSGUNS took the truck out of gear and backed down the hill again.  CROSSGUNS attempted to brake, but he truck would not stop.  He lost control of the truck and it rolled several times.  One passenger was thrown from the truck and died at the scene.  CROSSGUNS admitted to law enforcement that the accident was his fault entirely.  His blood alcohol content was 0.09 several hours after the wreck occurred.   


CROSSGUNS faces penalties of 6 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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