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RITCHIE ZELLMER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 28, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, RITCHIE ZELLMER, age 36, pled guilty to two counts of sexual abuse of a minor.  


During the hearing, ZELLMER acknowledged that during 1998 through 2000, in Wyola and within the exterior boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation, that he engaged in, and attempted to engage in, a sexual act with another person who had not attained the age of sixteen.  In regard to count II, ZELLMER acknowledged that during 1998 through 2000, in or near Wyola, he engaged in, and attempted to engage in, a sexual act with another person that had not attained the age of sixteen.


He faces penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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