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“VICTIMS’ RIGHTS: FULFILL THE PROMISE”

America Commemorates the 23rd Anniversary of

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

United States Attorney Bill Mercer announced today that the week of April 6 - 12, 2003, has been designated National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.   Crime victims, service providers, criminal and juvenile justice and allied professionals and community volunteers will join together across America to commemorate the 23rd anniversary of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  This year’s theme, “Victims’ Rights: Fulfill the Promise,” emphasizes America’s promise to victims to treat them with dignity and compassion; to help identify and meet their most important needs; and to provide them with information about their statutory and constitutional rights, as well assistance to help them implement their rights.


This year also marks the 20th anniversary of the national leadership on victims’ issues provided through the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC).  Founded in 1983 by the U.S. Department of Justice to implement the recommendations of President Reagan’s 1982 President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime.  OVC provides leadership, support and fundng to community and system-based agencies and organizations that provide victim assistance.


In observance of this important week, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, in conjunction with the County and City Attorney’s Offices will have a community march through downtown Billings and provide refreshments on the county courthouse lawn.  This event will be held Thursday, April 10th at 2:00 p.m.  The public is encouraged to attend to demonstrate support for victims and those who serve victims.


According to Mercer, “America’s promise  to victims cannot be kept without recognizing that when crime affects one person, it affects us all.  The domino effect of criminal victimization is tremendous.  The physical, emotional and financial devastation a victim suffers has repercussions that touch us all – in our homes, our neighborhoods, our schools and our workplaces.  Our promise to victims to provide support and services to help them in the aftermath of crime requires the commitment and compassion of anyone to whom a victim might turn for help.”
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