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EMMETT OLD BULL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT 

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 8, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, EMMETT OLD BULL, appeared for sentencing.  OLD BULL  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that OLD BULL was employed as an Accounting Technician by the Bureau of Indian Affairs at the Facilities Management Branch (FMB) in Crow Agency, Montana, from September 1984 until his resignation on December 12, 2001. He was responsible for, among other things, preparing for payment all claims, purchase orders and utility bills submitted to the FMB.  In order to complete these assigned duties, OLD BULL was sanctioned as a “Purchasing Agent” for the FMB, BIA.  As Purchasing Agent, OLD BULL received specialized micro-purchasing training and was subsequently provided a government-issued credit card for the purpose of making micro-purchases and issuing vendor payments under $2,500.


Certain employees of the Bureau of Indian Affairs like OLD BULL have been given micro-purchasing authority, that is, the ability to obligate the government for the purchase of goods and services of a value less than $2,500 using a government issued credit card account. Beginning in July, 1999, the Department of Interior provided an Integrated Charge Card issued by Bank of America for micro-purchasing purposes.  The Secretary of the Interior had issued as early as 1998 Integrated Charge Card Program Guidelines which required employees with credit card purchasing authority to “distribute repeat buys equitably among qualified suppliers” and prohibited the cardholder from “splitting” obligations to “stay within the single micro-purchase threshold...”  Federal Acquisition Regulations prohibited a cardholder from breaking down an invoice or obligation into smaller invoices or obligations merely to avoid requirements that apply to purchases in excess of the micro-purchasing limitation. Section 13.003(c), Federal Acquisition Regulations.


David Bauman is the co-owner and Vice President of Pro Tech Mechanical, 1110 Central Avenue, Billings, Montana.  Pro Tech Mechanical provided maintenance and repair services relating to heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration, boiler/burner and electrical systems to the FMB, BIA at Crow Agency, MT over the last several years. 


Government records would establish that between January 17, 1997 and August 20, 2001, Pro Tech Mechanical received 70 credit card payments totaling $96,274.40 for services provided to the FM B, BIA.  A schedule of payments is attached to this Offer as Exhibit 1. 


Pro Tech Mechanical (PTM) enjoyed a virtual monopoly on environmental systems service calls for the BIA Facilities Management Branch at Crow Agency, evidenced, in part, by the absence of any other vendors routinely providing such services to the BIA. Testimony would establish and documents would corroborate that Bauman secured his business monopoly, at least in part, by providing cash money and checks payable for the benefit of the BIA official who had the authority to award service contracts and to OLD BULL, the BIA official who had the authority to remit payment using his government-issued credit card for these services.  The total dollar amount of  payments to these two BIA officials totaled $8,356.50.  


Between March 14, 1995, and July 13, 2001, Bauman issued 22 checks (17 checks from the PTM and 5 checks from the Magnified Health checking account) directly to OLD BULL, or payable to Cash for the benefit OLD BULL.  The dollar amount of these checks totaled $3,061.50. Bauman attempted to add legitimacy to these checks by recording in the memo section of the check such words as “parts,” “cedar bag,” “bonnet,” “beadwork,”  “Indian blanket” and “throwing arrow.”  Bauman confirmed that he did not receive these items from OLD BULL as these notations suggest.  Bauman also admitted that he knew that OLD BULL’s decision to pay PTM in a timely manner would be influenced by the money Bauman was providing. Bauman also admitted that he gave OLD BULL small amounts of cash, $20 - $25, on numerous occasions. 


When OLD BULL was contacted by investigators from the Office of Inspector General for the U. S. Department of the Interior, he initially denied that he had ever accepted loans, gifts, gratuities or anything of value from any contractor or vendor doing business with the FMB.  Upon further questioning, OLD BULL only admitted that he had asked for, and received, two (2) loans, each less than $100, from Bauman.  OLD BULL maintained that these loans were more of a “pawn” arrangement in which he had pledged certain personal items as collateral.  Although Bauman’s anticipated testimony  and the 22 canceled checks would contradict OLD BULL, he maintains that he has since repaid these loans and retrieved his personal items.  

Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Office of the Inspector General for the Department of Interior.
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