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RAMONA RUNNING CRANE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 9, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RAMONA RUNNING CRANE pled guilty to charges of making false statements to welfare.  RUNNING CRANE is to appear for sentencing on July 10, 2003 at 1:30 p.m. in Missoula.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove that between April 1997 and December 1999 RUNNING CRANE had applied for and been granted food stamp benefits, aid to families with dependant children benefits, and Section VIII housing benefits.  These programs are funded by the United States Department of Agriculture and the United States Department of Health and Human Services.  An investigation by the Montana Department of Justice reviewed the applications submitted by RUNNING CRANE to each of these programs on an annual basis.  On each of the applications, RUNNING CRANE reported zero income from employment.  An investigative review of records from the Montana Department of Labor and Industry showed that in fact RUNNING CRANE had received income from employment and unearned income paid by the Montana Unemployment Insurance Division that was not reported to the welfare agencies as was required.  This failure to report income resulted in RUNNING CRANE receiving monies from each program charged in the indictment to which she was not entitled. 


She faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Montana Criminal Investigation Bureau.







# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

