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LEMUEL THOMAS SMALL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LEMUEL THOMAS SMALL, age 56, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute marijuana; distribution of marijuana; conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana.  A sentencing date has been set for July 7, 2003.  


During the hearing, acknowledged that during January and February, 2002, at or near Busby, and elsewhere, SMALL and other persons knowingly conspired and agreed to possess marijuana with the intent to distribute.  SMALL acknowledged that on January 3, 2002, he knowingly distributed approximately one-quarter pound of marijuana.  SMALL also acknowledged that on January 24, 2002, he knowingly distributed approximately one-quarter pound of marijuana, and on February 7, 2002, he knowingly possessed with intent to distribute approximately one-half pound of marijuana.  SMALL also acknowledged that from April 27, 1999 to April 28, 1999, he knowingly conspired to possess with intent to distribute 13.35 pounds of marijuana.


SMALL faces possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute marijuana of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine of three years supervised release.  For distribution of marijuana, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and two years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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