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JOSE INES FIGUEROA-GALIZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 10, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSE INES FIGUEROA-GALIZ, age 25, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy and identification fraud.  FIGUEROA-GALIZ is to appear for sentencing on August 7, 2003 at 9:15 a.m.



In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that all the acts in this matter occurred in Great Falls.  Specifically, the manager of Albertson’s Grocery Store on 701 1st Avenue North in Great Falls reported that on November 2, 2002, three Hispanic males cashed checks while two other Hispanics, who lingered and interacted with the other three, were present.   The manager said that the men used resident alien identification cards in order to cash the checks.


The checks appeared to be issued by Snelling and Associates, a temporary employment agency with an office in Great Falls.  Two of the checks cashed at Albertsons were issued to Juan Rodriguez Mendez, later determined to be co-defendant Saul Cuen-Aguilar and Martin Paz Amador, later determined to be co-defendant Amilcar Carbajal-Rivas.  An FBI Special Agent and a representative of Snelling and Associates later determined that the checks were counterfeit.  


On November 2, 2002,  a clerk at the Albertson’s store located on Tenth Avenue South in Great Falls reported that five Hispanic males entered her work station and that two of them cashed Snelling and Associates checks.   One check was issued to Ramon Perez, later positively identified by the FBI as the co-defendant Melvin Orlando-Almengor and the other was issued to Carlos Adan Rodriguez, later positively identified as co-defendant Luis Alberto Castillo.  Both men used resident alien identification cards to cash the checks.  An FBI Special Agent and a representative of Snelling and Associates also determined that these checks were counterfeit.


An employee of E-Z Money, a check cashing service in Great Falls, reported  that on November 2, 2002 five Hispanic males used resident alien identification cards and social security cards to cash Snelling and Associates checks at her business.   Four of the checks were issued to Juan Rodriguez Mendez, later identified as co-defendant Saul Cuen-Aguilar, Martin Paz Amador, later identified as co-defendant Amilcar Carbajal-Rivas, Ramon Perez, later identified co-defendant Melvin Orlando-Almengor, and Carlos Adan Rodriguez, later positively identified  as co-defendant Luis Alberto Castillo.  An FBI Special Agent and a representative of Snelling and Associates determined that the checks were counterfeit.


The United States addressed it would also prove that a Cascade County Deputy Sheriff stopped a van containing five Hispanic males on November 2, 2002.  The occupants were the five defendants in this matter.  A Great Falls Police Department officer searched the van and found a Snelling check issued  to Carlos Adan Rodriguez for $396.54 and a social security card in the name of Carlos Adan Rodriguez.   A representative of Snelling and Associates determined that the check was counterfeit.   A representative of the Social Security Administration determined the social security card was false and issued without the authority of the United States government.


The officer also found another social security card in the name of Juan Mendez and an Albertsons’ receipt dated November 2, 2002.  A representative of the Social Security determined the social security card was false and issued without the authority of the United States government.


The officer recovered $2,174.13 in U.S. currency from FIGUEROA-GALIZ, as well as large sums of United States currency from the co-defendants.


On January 6, 2003, the FBI and members of the United States Border Patrol searched the van again.  They found resident alien identification cards for “Carlos Adan Rodriguez” and “Juan Rodriguez Mendez.”   The Immigration and Naturalization Service determined that those cards were false and unlawfully produced without the authority of the United States government.


Collectively, the scheme at issue in this matter resulted in a loss of $3939.06 to the three merchants.


FIGUEROA-GALIZ faces penalties in regard to the conspiracy charge of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.  In regard to the identification fraud charge, he faces penalties of 3 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.
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