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ZAFAR IQBAL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 16, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ZAFAR IQBAL pled guilty to charges of identification fraud.  IQBAL is to appear for sentencing on August 14, 2003, at 10:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove that  IQBAL admitted he fraudulently obtained a Social Security number from the Social Security Administration (SSA) by paying a corrupt SSA employee for issuance of the number when  IQBAL was not legally entitled to a Social Security number;


 IQBAL used the fraudulent Social Security number to fraudulently obtain a North

Carolina driver’s license.  IQBAL falsely represented his identity and status by presenting the fraudulently obtained North Carolina driver’s license to agents of the United States Border Patrol on November 27, 2003 at Havre.
 After obtaining the fraudulent identification, IQBAL possessed it while traveling in interstate commerce for purposes of identification.


He faces penalties of 3 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Elizabeth Horsman prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Border Patrol and the Social Security Administration.
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