	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



KAREN IRENE BORGSTROM PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 17, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KAREN IRENE BORGSTROM pled guilty to charges of making false statements to a licensee.  BORGSTROM is to appear for sentencing on August 14, 2003 at 1:00 p.m.


In and Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove

that a licensed federal firearms broker in Great Falls reported that on May 16, 2001 BORGSTROM sought to purchase a Charter Arms .22 caliber rifle from Pawn Mania.  BORGSTROM completed a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms form ATF F 4473 in connection with her purchase of the firearm.  BORGSTROM  took possession of the Charter Arms rifle on May 21, 2002.


 Officers of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office reported the firearm was recovered from Derek Gray on May 22, 2002 incident to an arrest of Gray.  At that juncture, Gray was a person prohibited from possessing firearms.


On June 24, 2002, BORGSTROM was indicted for various federal firearms charges related to Gray’s possession of the rifle.  She was incarcerated in the Cascade County Detention Center.  BORGSTROM placed a telephone call while incarcerated.  In that conversation, BORGSTROM admitted that she obtained the Charter rifle for Gray.  


She faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
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