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OLIVE BERNADETTE RONA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 17, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, OLIVE BERNADETTE pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry.  RONA is to appear for sentencing on August 14, 2003, at 2:00 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove that on December 7, 2002, United States Border Patrol agents encountered RONA at the Sweetgrass border station, as she attempted to return to the United States after being denied entry into Canada.  The agents had been alerted by Canadian Immigration officers that RONA had been denied entry into Canada because Canadian immigration records indicated that RONA was a convicted felon and had been previously deported from the United States.  


During questioning by agents, RONA admitted that she had served 5 years in a Florida state prison for her conviction on thirteen counts of issuing worthless checks and served another year in prison for a forgery conviction.  RONA was deported from the United States as an aggravated felon on August 3, 1000.  RONA admitted she re-entered the United States through Detroit Michigan without obtaining permission to do so from the United States Attorney General.


She faces penalties of 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Border Patrol.
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