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JERAMIE SHANE BIRDSBILL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on April 16, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, JERAMIE SHANE BIRDSBILL appeared for sentencing.  BIRDSBILL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 27 years and 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


BIRDSBILL was sentenced after a jury convicted him of aggravated sexual abuse.  On February 1, 1998, and continuing through January 1999, in Wolf Point, which is within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, BIRDSBILL knowingly engaged in sexual acts with a boy who was 10 years old.  During the time period from February 1, 1998 through January 1999, the boy lived on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation with his mother.  Also, living at the residence was  the boy’s younger sister, older brother and a 14-year-old girl.  BIRDSBILL resided at the boy’s mother’s residence since late 1995. 


Sometime in early 1998, BIRDSBILL began sexually abusing the boy.  BIRDSBILL was not employed, and normally babysat the boy after he arrived home from school around 3:30 p.m.  The boy reported that the first incident of abuse occurred after school in the fall of 1998.  He arrived home from school and was instructed by BIRDSBILL to follow him into a back room.  After entering the room, BIRDSBILL began touching the boy under his clothing, in the groin area.  BIRDSBILL instructed the boy to remove his clothing, after which BIRDSBILL continued touching the boy’s genitals.  When BIRDSBILL was finished with the boy, he instructed him that if he told anyone, BIRDSBILL would kill his mother.  BIRDSBILL repeated this threat during the following months.  

Following the initial incident, similar incidents of abuse occurred on a frequent

 basis.  The boy estimates the incidents of abuse occurred one to three times a week. As time passed, BIRDSBILL’s abuse of the male victim became more egregious and continued until late January 1999.


In early  February 1999, BIRDSBILL was arrested, and eventually convicted for raping a young girl who was also living at the residence.


During 1999 and early 2000, the boy’s  mother grew increasingly suspicious that BIRDSBILL had sexually abused her son. He, however, denied that anything happened.  In late July of 2000, when confronted again by his mother he broke into tears, and admitted the abuse to his mother. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit. 
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