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JOEL A. WYATT AND REBECCA KAY SMITH SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 18, 2003, before U.S. District Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, JOEL A. WYATT and REBECCA KAY SMITH appeared for sentencing.  WYATT  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $55

! 


Pre-Release Center: 20 days

! 


Special Conditions: he may not enter Forest Service land and may not participate in protests without permission from the United States Probation Office

SMITH was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $55

! 


Pre-Release Center: 30 days

! 


Special Conditions: she may not enter Forest Service land and may not participate in protests without permission from the United States Probation Office


WYATT and SMITH were sentenced after a jury found them guilty of 4 counts of hazardous or injurious devices on federal lands and regulatory violations.


Between July 10, 2002, and July 23, 2002, in Ravalli County, WYATT and SMITH, climbed a tree in the area of the Bitterroot National Forest that was being logged.  They brought enough food and water with them for a long stay and settled in on pieces of plywood that had, according to WYATT and SMITH, been placed in the trees before they got there.  They immediately strung a large banner proclaiming their connection with the local group, Wild Rockies Earth First!, protesting the logging in the forest.  The area WYATT and SMITH chose had been designated as a helicopter landing site, and they, or others whom they aided or abetted, strung long ropes, one of approximately 250 feet, across the landing site.  This created a danger that prevented helicopters from landing and also prevented the Forest Service from performing any helicopter logging.  


WYATT and SMITH were convicted of stringing ropes which, by their use, were hazarous to helicopters for the purpose of blocking a logging sale, of maintaining structures; the wooden platforms, of camping more than 14 days and of disobeying a lawful order, which in this case was a Forest Service agent ordering them to come down from the trees.  SMITH eventually had to be removed from the tree by a Forest Service law enforcement agent in a “cherry picker.”


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Forest Service.
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