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JENNY LAUGHERY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 22, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JENNY LAUGHERY, a 28-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of fraudulently obtaining controlled substances.  LAUGHERY is to appear for sentencing on July 15, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove

that from October 2001 until April 30, 2002, LAUGHERY was employed as a registered nurse at Deaconess Billings Clinic Hospital.  During that time, LAUGHERY had access to prescription narcotics including Percocet, Dilaudid and Demerol.


The supervisory medical staff for the Deaconess Billings Clinic Hospital discussed with LAUGHERY allegations of her theft of prescription narcotics from patients and diverting hospital prescription narcotics.  She admitted to the thefts and altering of medication distribution sheets in an attempt to conceal the thefts. 

         
LAUGHERY also admitted the thefts to an agent of the Inspector General’s Office of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and a detective from the Billings Police Department.  LAUGHERY also admitted altering prescription disbursement sheets to conceal the narcotics thefts in an attempt to deceive the hospital concerning the diversion for her own use.  


During the course of the interview with the Special Agent and the Detective, LAUGHERY admitted obtaining possession of the following controlled substances: Percocet (approximately 130 tablets), Dilaudid (approximately 30 tablets and approximately 100 vials of liquid Dilaudid) and Demerol (approximately 10 tablets and approximately 25 vials of liquid Demerol). 


She faces possible penalties of 4 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Inspector General’s Office for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Billings Police Department.
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