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TROY FAST HORSE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, TROY FAST HORSE pled guilty to charges of sexual abuse.  FAST HORSE is to appear for sentencing on August 15, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 3, 2002, at approximately 4:35 a.m., a Fort Peck Tribal Officer was dispatched to a residence in Poplar after a report of an assault.  


Upon the officer’s arrival, he was told by the victim that she had just been raped by

TROY FAST HORSE.  The victim further stated that FAST HORSE left the house after she advised him she was calling the police.  In his haste, FAST HORSE left his coat behind.


The victim and her husband were transported to the hospital, where her clothing was collected and a sexual assault examination was completed.  During the sexual assault examination, evidence was collected.  


A Fort Peck Tribes Criminal Investigator interviewed the victim at the hospital.  During that interview, she told the Criminal Investigator that on January 2, 2002 at approximately 3:00 p.m. she started consuming alcoholic beverages with her husband; Mr. FAST HORSE; and various other individuals who stopped at the house.  The victim did not recall the time, but stated it was very early in the morning on January 3, 2002 when she passed out on the couch.


She regained consciousness two or three times and saw that she was in the bathroom.  Each time she awoke, she could feel that someone was having sexual intercourse with her.

She finally regained full consciousness and saw that FAST HORSE was the one having sexual intercourse with her.  She started fighting and hollering for him to get off and when he stood up she saw that he was naked.  She told him to get out of her house and that she was going to call the police.


After interviewing the victim, the Criminal Investigator went to her residence and took photographs, the residence, items of evidence and collected a pair of Faded Glory jeans from the bathroom floor and one blue plaid coat.  Inside the coat pocket was a Fort Peck identification card for TROY FAST HORSE.


On January 4, 2002, the Criminal Investigator interviewed FAST HORSE at the Fort Peck Adult Detention Facility in Poplar, where he was incarcerated for a Tribal law violation.  FAST HORSE was read his rights and also signed an Advice of Rights Form.  FAST HORSE admitted to removing the victim’s clothing, and having sexual intercourse with her.

He further stated that the victim was passed out and he continued to have intercourse with her until she awoke.  At that time he left the residence, leaving his coat there.


Hair and DNA tests were conducted.  The results corroborated that FAST HORSE committed a sexual act on the victim.


The offense occurred in Poplar, which is within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. 


He faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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