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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings on April 24, 2003 before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


JESSE JAMES JOHNSON appeared on charges of possession of a firearm by an unlawful user and addict of controlled substance.   JOHNSON is a resident of Livingston. 


If convicted of these charges, JOHNSON faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 


ROBERTO RAMIREZ-CARDENAS appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  


If convicted of these charges, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS faces possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van De Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.


DAVID GERALD KNIPPEL appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine; manufacturing methamphetamine; distribution of methamphetamine; unlawful user of or addict to a controlled substance in possession of firearms; and possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime.  KNIPPEL is a resident of Miles City.  


If convicted of these charges, KNIPPEL faces possible penalties for conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine; manufacturing methamphetamine; and distribution of methamphetamine of forty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release for each count.  For being an unlawful user of or addict to a controlled substance in possession of firearms, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, possible penalties are five years imprisonment.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Drug Enforcement Administration.



RODNEY THORNBERG appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine; manufacturing methamphetamine; and distribution of methamphetamine.  THORNBERG is a resident of Miles City.  


If convicted of these charges, THORNBERG faces possible penalties for each count of, forty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Drug Enforcement Administration.


DARRELL JAY PELVIT appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and manufacturing methamphetamine.  PELVIT is a resident of Miles City.  


If convicted of these charges, PELVIT faces possible penalties for each count of eighty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and eight years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Drug Enforcement Administration.



DARIN WILLIAM EWALT appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine; manufacturing methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  EWALT, a resident of Miles City, is currently detained.  


If convicted of these charges, EWALT faces possible penalties for each count of forty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Drug Enforcement Administration.


AARON KEITH McINTYRE, age 31, and GERALD LYNN BEASON, age 52, appeared on charges of Lacey Act Violation.  McINTYRE and BEASON are residents of Circle.  


If convicted of this charge, McINTYRE and BEASON, face possible penalties of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Department of Fish and Wildlife.


In Great Falls, on April 24, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Ostby, the following individuals were arraigned:


MIKE MASE STRIKE, age 24, appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime. The  court has set a date for a pretrial conference on April 30, 2003.   STRIKE is a resident of Havre. 














If convicted of these charges, STRIKE faces possible penalties of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernard Hubley is the prosecutor for the United States.


SUSAN SANCHEZ, age 50, appeared on charges of possession with intent distribute methamphetamine.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference of April 30, 2003. SANCHEZ, a resident of Great Falls, is currently detained.    


If convicted of these charges, SANCHEZ faces possible penalties of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the U.S. Probation and Great Falls Police Department. 


CLAUDIA ALEJANDRO VILLALOBOS-CHACON, age 31, appeared on charges of re-entry by deported alien and false statements.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on April 30, 2003. VILLALOBOS-CHACON is a resident of Mexico.  


If convicted of these charges, VILLALOBOS-CHACON faces possible penalties for re-entry by a deported alien of two years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    For false statements, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Border Patrol.



 TRACY ALLAN McGOWAN , age 32, appeared on charges of second degree murder. The  court has set a date for a pretrial conference on April 30, 2003.   McGOWAN, a resident of Poplar, is currently detained. 


If convicted of these charges, McGOWAN faces possible penalties of life imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Fort Peck Law Enforcement.


JOSE MARTINEZ GOMEZ appeared on a complaint of re-entry of a deported alien.  JOSE MARTINEZ-GOMEZ is a resident of Mexico.     


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Border Patrol.


In Missoula, on April 24, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, the following individuals appeared for arraignment:


TIMOTHY JOHN BOULE, age 35, and TAMARA RAE AUSTAD, age 41, appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture and distribute methamphetamine; knowingly attempting to manufacture methamphetamine; manufacturing methamphetamine; knowing distributing methamphetamine; and knowing possession of 500 grams of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  The court has set a pretrial conference on May 6, 2003.  


If convicted of these charges, BOULE and AUSTAD faces possible penalties for conspiracy to manufacture and distribute methamphetamine of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.   For attempting to manufacture methamphetamine, possible penalties are life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For manufacturing methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine, possible penalties for each are twenty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possible penalties are twenty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.   


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van De Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.



All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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