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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings on April 28, 2003 before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


JOHN BUFFALO appeared on charges of abusive sexual contact.   


If convicted of these charges, BUFFALO faces possible penalties of two years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and one year supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


CHRIS ESPINOZA appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute and possession with intent to distribute marijuana.


If convicted of these charges, ESPINOZA faces possible penalties for conspiracy to possess marijuana with intent to distribute of, forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and four years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute marijuana, possible penalties are twenty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine, and three years supervised release.  Or five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and two years supervised release, depending upon the quantity of marijuana. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Drug Enforcement Administration.


In Great Falls, on April 29, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Ostby, the following individuals were arraigned:


WILLIAM C. NOBLE III, appeared on charges of violation of Federal Aviation Administration Order.  NOBLE is a resident of Great Falls.  


If convicted of these charges, NOBLE faces possible penalties of a $5,000.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Inspector General’s Office for the Department of Transportation.


IRWIN WAYNE OLSON appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a school and/or federal housing project.  The court will set a date for a pretrial conference on May 2, 2003.   


If convicted of these charges, OLSON faces possible penalties of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Criminal Investigation Division.


The following individuals appeared on April 30, 2003:


JAMES DUSETTE GRANDCHAMP, age 36, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on May 2, 2003.  GRANDCHAMP is a resident of Poplar.  


If convicted of these charges, GRANDCHAMP faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.


WILLIAM JOHN WILLCUTT II, age 18, appeared on charges of theft of government property.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on May 6, 2003. WILLCUTT is a resident of Malta.  


If convicted of this charge, WILLCUTT faces possible penalties of one year imprisonment, a $100,000 fine and one year supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Land Management.


WEST COZZENS NEVILLE, age 19, appeared on charges of theft of government property.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on May 6, 2003. NEVILLE is a resident of Malta.  


If convicted of this charge, NEVILLE faces possible penalties of one year imprisonment, a $100,000 fine and one year supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Land Management.



All the defendant(s) pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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