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BRIAN MERWIN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 1, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BRIAN MERWIN, age 21, pled guilty to charges of distribution of methamphetamine to persons under age 21.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the period alleged in the indictment MERWIN, on numerous occasions, provided small quantities of methamphetamine (immediate user amounts in the form of “lines,” or quantities of 1/4 gram to 1 gram) to high school students from the Miles City area.  The United States would prove the case through the testimony of up to six young women who were among the students to whom MERWIN distributed.  They would testify that they either received methamphetamine themselves from MERWIN, or witnessed him provide methamphetamine to other high school students.  The distribution often consisted of MERWIN providing the youths with quantities of methamphetamine for immediate use in social situations, though he occasionally would provide small packaged quantities to the youths for consumption elsewhere.  The distribution was sometimes in exchange for money, but often MERWIN simply gave the methamphetamine to the youths.  The young women would further testify that at the time of the distribution MERWIN was over 18 years of age and they were under 18 years of age. 


MERWIN faces possible penalties of forty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine, and ten years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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