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RODNEY ROY MONROE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on May 2, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RODNEY ROY MONROE, age 33, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 9, 2001, the MONROE was convicted in the district court of Lincoln County, Montana of felony possession of dangerous drugs.  He was sentenced to three years imprisonment in the state prison in Montana, all of which was suspended on the condition that he follow certain terms and conditions.  One of the conditions of MONROE’S state court sentence was that he not own, possess, or be in control of any firearms.  On January 2, 2002, the Flathead County Sheriff’s Office arrested the MONROE on an outstanding warrant for probation violations issued by the district court of Lincoln County, Montana.  During a search incident to arrest of MONROE, law enforcement officers recovered the firearm charged in the indictment.  Examination of this firearm by the Department of Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms laboratory determined that it was a North American Arms, “mini-revolver”, Model 22LR caliber revolver with an obliterated serial number.  Further review by ATF determined that this firearm was manufactured by North American Arms of Utah or California.  The ATF laboratory test fired this firearm and determined that it functioned as designed, that is, upon pulling the trigger, one round of ammunition was expelled through the barrel.


MONROE faces possible penalties for being a felon-in-possession of a firearm of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and the Flathead County Sheriff’s Office.
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