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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO HOST ANT-TERRORISM TRAINING

United States Attorney Bill Mercer announced today that his office and the Montana Disaster and Emergency Service will co-sponsor a comprehensive two-day training session entitled “Creating the Culture of a Secure Homeland: Combating Terrorism in Montana.”  The conference will be held May 14 - 15, 2003 at Grouse Mountain Lodge in Whitefish.  The objective of the two-day conference is to raise awareness of the key components of Montana’s economic and governmental agencies about the detection, prevention and response to terrorist events.


Since September 11, 2001, the United States has had to face the unfortunate reality of terrorism within the homeland.  While the temptation to believe and hope that no terrorist event could take place in Montana, this is a naive and dangerous position.  The expanse of our state and its economy makes it imminently vulnerable to terrorist incursion.  Mercer stated “there are many ways we can work together to make our lives and businesses more secure, and we must explore every one of them.”  The multi-disciplinary training referred to above is an example of the effort to raise the consciousness of and cooperation between key components of our economy and government agencies charged with prevention, detection and response to terrorism.


The target audience for this conference has been expanded from primarily criminal justice entities due to the nature of the issues.  In addition to state, local, tribal and federal law enforcement and prosecutors, representatives of the following organizations are encouraged to participate:

$ 

County and Indian Nation Disaster and Emergency Services planners

$ 

County Commissioners and Mayors of cities

$ 

State Disaster and Emergency Services Planners

$ 

Victim Witness Advocates

$ 

Agricultural Sector Animal Health and Trade Managers/Owners

$ 

National Guard and U.S. Military Homeland Security-specific personnel

$ 

Federal agency Homeland Security-Specific Personnel

$ 

Montana Department of Transportation Inspectors and Management

$ 

Managers and Security Representatives of Private and Public Owner of Infrastructure Assets; including Refineries, Railroad, Dams, Aviation

$ 

Transportation Sector Owners, Managers, Security Managers and Regulators

$ 

Licensed Veterinarians


May 14th will provide insight into international terrorism as well as those who experienced first hand the events of September 11th.  The second day has topics of importance and provides the opportunity to meet with other members of their own and other industries to share information.


Several timely subjects will be offered to the participants including:

$ 

Domestic Terrorism and its Impact on Montana

$ 

Lessons from Ground Zero

$ 

Lessons from the Frenchtown Chlorine Spill

$ 

The Impact on Terrorism on Law Enforcement at or near the U.S. - Canada Border

$ 

Industry - Government Cooperation

$ 

Know Your Employee: Immigration Considerations and Security


This will be a fascinating and useful training and dialogue on terrorism and homeland security for Montana’s critical industries.  The two-day conference will truly raise the consciousness  among the key components of our economy and government agencies charged with prevention, detection and response to terrorism.
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