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FRANCISCO JAVIER GONZALES-BETANCOURT AND  CENOBIO GONZALEZ-BETANCOURT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 6, 2003 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, FRANCISCO JAVIER GONZALEZ-BETANCOURT and CENOBIO GONZALEZ-BETANCOURT appeared for sentencing.  FRANCISCO JAVIER GONZALEZ-BETANCOURT  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 11 years and 4 months on 3 counts; sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years on each count; sentences to run concurrently


CENOBIO GONZALEZ-BETANCOURT was sentenced to a term of:

! 


Prison: 11 years and 1 month on 3 counts; sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years on each count; sentences to run concurrently


Both defendant’s were sentenced after a jury convicted each of them on 2 counts of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and one count of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a playground.


From an unknown date believed to be in May 2002 up to the date of indictment, in Billings and other areas, both defendants, along with other co-defendants conspired and agreed to possess with intent to distribute more than 500 grams of d-methamphetamine.


Between June 10 and June 15, 2002, in Billings, the defendants possessed with intent to distribute approximately one pound of d-methamphetamine within 1000 feet of Cobb Athletic Field.


On July 10, 2002, in Billings, the defendants possessed with intent to distribute approximately 3/4 pound of a mixture containing d-methamphetamine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Drug Enforcement Administration, the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the U.S. Border Patrol.
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