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VINCENT HERNANDEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 7, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, VINCENT HERNANDEZ pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that, in June and July of 1999, Joseph Black agreed to have three pounds of methamphetamine, a Schedule II controlled substance, delivered to Billings, MT.  Black enlisted the aid of HERNANDEZ, and together they drove from California to northern Oregon/southern Washington with the three pounds of methamphetamine and gave it to Chris Ann Shaff.  Shaff then transported the methamphetamine to Montana for delivery to Sam Yalda.  


The United States would call Shaff, Yalda and Black to identify HERNANDEZ and testify as to his role the conspiracy.  


The United States would also prove that HERNANDEZ was in Billings, MT in the fall of 1999 with other individuals involved in the overall conspiracy.


The United States would establish that methamphetamine is a Schedule II controlled substance and that three pounds of methamphetamine exceeds 500 grams of methamphetamine and that amount of methamphetamine was possessed for further distribution.  The information regarding the amount of methamphetamine and that it was for further distribution would be presented in the form of testimony of Black, Shaff and Yalda as well as the testimony from qualified law enforcement officers.


The United States would introduce into evidence business records including a receipt from a motel where HERNANDEZ and Black stayed when they gave the methamphetamine  to Shaff for delivery in Montana. 


HERNANDEZ faces possible penalties of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.







# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

