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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings on May 6, 2003 before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, ALEJANDRO SEQUIEROS-GARCIA

 appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana; possession with intent to distribute marijuana; aiding and abetting; conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocaine; conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  SEQUIEROS-GARCIA is currently detained. 


If convicted of these charges, SEQUIEROS-GARCIA faces possible penalties for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana of forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and four years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute marijuana and aiding and abetting, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and two years supervised release.  For conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocaine, possible penalties are forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and four years supervised release.  For conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute, possible penalties are life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine, possible penalties are forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and four years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Drug Enforcement Administration, Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the U.S. Border Patrol.



In Missoula, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, the following individuals appeared for arraignment:


MATTHEW EVANS DOWD, age 37, appeared on charges of kidnaping; interstate domestic violence; interstate stalking; carrying a short-barreled shotgun during and in relation to a crime of violence; retaliating against a witness; and willful failure to appear.  The court has set a pretrial date for a May 14, 2003.  DOWD is a resident of Missoula.    


If convicted of these charges, DOWD faces possible penalties for kidnaping of life imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For interstate domestic violence, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For interstate stalking, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For carrying a short-barreled shotgun during and in relation to a crime of violence, possible penalty is ten years imprisonment. For retaliating against a witness, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For willful failure to appear, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


NICOLA ALFEO, age 40, appeared on charges of conspiracy to violate Lacey Act and Lacey Act violations.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on May 15, 2003.  ALFEO is a resident of Kennerdell, Pennsylvania.  


If convicted of these charges, ALFEO faces possible penalties for conspiracy to violate Lacey Act of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For Lacey Act violations, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Department of Fish and Wildlife.



 In Great Falls, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Ostby, AMANDA RAE SANGREY, age 22, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on May 22, 2003.  SANGREY is a resident of Great Falls.  


If convicted of these charges, SANGREY faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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