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GREG DILLON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on May 7, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, GREG DILLON pled guilty to charges of Lacey Act violation.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that Montana law prohibits the importation of salmonid fish for any purpose unless the importations are shipped direct from the source to destination unless a written certification that the source is free of all fish pathogens specified by the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks as posing a threat to existing fisheries accompanies the shipment.  Montana law also requires that in addition to said certification, all importations of live salmonid fish must be accompanied by a permit issued by the Department.  In this case the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks requested the assistance of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to investigative an allegation that an individual in Trout Creek, Montana had stocked rainbow trout in his private trout pond illegally.  The individual told investigators that he had obtained the rainbow trout from the defendant’s business, Sweetwater Aquaculture, of Lapwai, Idaho.  Mr. Jim Peterson, Fish Health Coordinator for the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks had made contact with the defendant in 1994 and personally advised the defendant that he was not permitted by the State of Montana to transport fish from the State of Idaho into Montana and that Montana law required a permit to transport salmonid fish.  Peterson would testify that the defendant replied he understood the law and had not sold fish in Montana.  Montana game wardens executed a search warrant on a residence in Trout Creek, Montana on July 30, 2002.  Records seized during the search show fish transactions between Sweetwater Aquaculture and the individual throughout the entire time period charged in the Information.  These records documented the transportation of salmonid fish from the defendant’s business in Idaho to the individual’s ponds for substantial payments of money.  Records of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks show the defendant and his business, Sweetwater Aquaculture had no permits from the State of Montana to transport fish into Montana.  


Federal law enforcement officials executed a search warrant on the business of Sweetwater Aquaculture in Lapwai, Idaho on September 13, 2002.  Records seized during the execution of this search warrant revealed four shipments of rainbow trout from Sweetwater Aquaculture to Trout Creek, Montana, during the time period July, 1998 through April, 2002.  These records document specific days of delivery and amounts paid to the defendant for the salmonid fish.  Invoices reflect payments to Sweetwater Aquaculture in the amount of $4,466.25 for these illegal shipments of fish.  Law enforcement officers interviewed defendant during the execution of the search warrant at this place of business.  During this interview the defendant admitted that in 1994 he had been informed by the official of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks that he did not have an import permit to bring fish into Montana as required by Montana law.  The defendant admitted that he understood this permit requirement.  The defendant also admitted he sold, delivered, and stocked a Montana trout pond a number of times from 1997 through 2002.  The defendant admitted that he transported or caused the transportation of the rainbow trout charged in the Information from Idaho to Montana.   


DILLON faces possible penalties of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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