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JAMES EARL DERBYSHIRE SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 8, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES EARL DERBYSHIRE, age 22, appeared for sentencing.  DERBYSHIRE  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Special assessment: $100


DERBYSHIRE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on December 30, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial that DERBYSHIRE, on August 14, 2001, was convicted of criminal possession of dangerous drugs in Great Falls, a felony under the laws of Montana.  DERBYSHIRE was given a five year suspended sentence.


On March 26, 2002, Cascade County Sheriff’s deputies were dispatched to the area of a local tavern on reports that a suspicious person had been seen running from a local business.  Investigation led the deputies to a vehicle that appeared to have been the subject of an auto burglary or theft.


Deputies, assisted by the Great Falls Police Department, arrested DERBYSHIRE as he attempted to flee the area on foot.  DERBYSHIRE was charged with attempted felony theft; theft; obstruction of a peace officer; criminal trespass and criminal mischief.  He was also arrested on three outstanding local warrants.   The crime scene investigation led investigators to a car parked in the area.  DERBYSHIRE had been found to have car keys on his person.  Further investigation led deputies to the owner of the car who indicated that DERBYSHIRE had borrowed the car that evening.


After obtaining consent to search the vehicle, in addition to burglary tools and property not belonging to the owner of the car, deputies retrieved a loaded .38 caliber Smith & Wesson handgun.  DERBYSHIRE admitted that the firearm was his and that he had purchased the gun for $50 from some juveniles in Parkdale, a residential neighborhood in Great Falls.  DERBYSHIRE also admitted that he believed that the firearm had been stolen prior to his purchase and that he had purchased ammunition for the firearm at a local store.  A subsequent search of DERBYSHIRE’S residence disclosed the ammunition DERBYSHIRE admitted to purchasing.  DERBYSHIRE also admitted to having burglarized several vehicles during the evening of March 25 and the early morning hours of March 26, 2002.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
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