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JAMES MURPHY SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on May 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES MURPHY appeared for sentencing.  MURPHY was sentenced to a term of:

! 

Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 

Special Assessment: $100

! 

Supervised Release: 3 years

! 

Restitution: $13,000


 MURPHY, a resident of Wolf Point, was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of bank theft and burglary. MURPHY entered the First Community Bank in Wolf Point, whose deposits are insured by FDIC.  MURPHY informed a teller that he wanted to rent a

safety deposit box, and wanted to see the sizes of the boxes.  He was taken into the safe deposit box vault and and shown the various sizes.  He produced a safe deposit key and told

the teller that he shared a box with his grandparents.  The teller then opened the box and

handed it to MURPHY.  The teller saw MURPHY open the box but was then distracted by a customer.  When she turned back toward MURPHY, he was putting the box back into its

space.


The teller became suspicious.  It was ascertained that the name MURPHY had given the teller was not on the signature card for that particular box.  She also noticed a plastic bag showing out the top of his pants.  When asked whether he took anything out of the box, he denied it.  MURPHY left the bank and the teller contacted law enforcement.  It was ascertained that MURPHY had stolen the safe deposit key.  The legitimate renter of the box was contacted.  He inventoried the box and reported that more than $13,000 was missing. 


As to the charge of burglary, an occupant of a residence owned by Leroy Schultz reported that when he returned to the house about 3:00 p.m. on November 26, 2001, he noticed that the front door was being opened and closed.  He saw a male individual leaving.  The individual told him he had been waiting for “Leroy.”  The individual then left.  As the occupant of the residence entered, he immediately noticed that several items had been disturbed.  He called his uncle, Leroy Schultz, and informed him of his observations.  Mr. Schultz called law enforcement.


The investigation identified MURPHY as the individual unlawfully in the residence.  Several items had been unlawfully removed.  MURPHY was interviewed and admitted

unlawfully entering the residence.  He admitted he had been looking at items to take, and

would have taken them if he had not been discovered in the home.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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