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ASHLAND MAN  PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 13, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, HEATH KENINGTON KALINE, a/k/a Heath Medicine Bull, age 21, pled guilty to charges of sexual abuse of a minor.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial, in August of 2000, the victim, who was 14 years of age, engaged in sexual intercourse with KALINE.  The evidence would show that KALINE at the time was at least four years older than the victim when the offense occurred.  KALINE admitted that he had sexual intercourse with the victim and that she was 14 years of age at the time this happened and that he was at least four years older than the victim.  KALINE confessed to a Rosebud County Deputy Sheriff as well as a Federal Bureau of Investigation agent.  He is a resident of Ashland.      


KALINE faces possible penalties of fifteen years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.
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