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GARY FRANCES PEREZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 13, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, GARY FRANCES PEREZ pled guilty to charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and distribution of methamphetamine.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 28, 2002, the DEA and City-County Special Investigations Unit conducted a controlled purchase of methamphetamine from PEREZ. 


The United States would produce and play the taped conversation of the confidential informant purchasing methamphetamine from PEREZ.  The State Crime lab expert chemist would be called to state the substance was methamphetamine.  


After receiving continued complaints from the neighbors and after conducting a surveillance of PEREZ’S residence at 209 South 29th, a search was again conducted of the residence on August 1, 2002.  Found in the search was over 40 grams of methamphetamine that constituted more than 5 grams of pure methamphetamine.  Officers also found packaging and weighing materials, apparatus and drug paraphernalia.  The drugs and accompanying items were clearly for redistribution when taking into account the weight and purity of the methamphetamine and the manner in which they were stored and packaged.  A DEA expert chemist would testify to the methamphetamine weight and purity in Count I and that methamphetamine is a Schedule II controlled substance.


The United States would establish that 209 S. 29th Street, the home of PEREZ, is located 825 feet from a housing facility owned by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  


Numerous officers and agents would testify to the surveillance of PEREZ’S home in April, July and August of 2002, and to the controlled buy on April 28, 2002.   


PEREZ faces possible penalties for possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a housing facility owned by a public housing authority, of a minimum mandatory of five years to eighty years imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and eight years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a housing facility owned by a public housing authority, possible penalties are forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and six years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and Drug Enforcement Administration.
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