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VERN LEE BAD MARRIAGE, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 14, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, VERN LEE BAD MARRIAGE, JR. pled guilty to charges of assault resulting in serious bodily injury.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that FBI Special Agent Clint Dalrymple would testify that all the acts occurred in Browning, within the exterior boundaries of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. The victim 

would testify that on January 30, 2003 BAD MARRIAGE went to her residence.  The victim would testify she and BAD MARRIAGE later went to another residence.  The victim would testify no one was there.  


While standing outside the residence, BAD MARRIAGE became abusive and started to hit her.   She would testify that BAD MARRIAGE then dragged her by her hair to a rodeo ground, where he continued to beat and kick her head, stomach, and pelvic region.


The victim would testify that she and BAD MARRIAGE eventually parted ways and that she was transported to a local hospital.  The victim was in extreme physical pain as a result of the assault.


A Doctor would testify that he examined the victim’s injuries.  The doctor would testify that she suffered a substantial blunt force injury to her pelvic bone.  He initially believed the pelvic bone was broken, and so advised law enforcement agents, but later concluded the injury was instead a severe bruise.  He would also testify that she suffered a fractured rib as a result of the assault.  The doctor would testify that the victim suffered serious bodily injury as a result of the wounds inflicted during assault, since she was in extreme physical pain. 


BAD MARRIAGE faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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