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CHRISTIAN VAZQUES-ESCOBAR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 15, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CHRISTIAN VAZQUES-ESCOBAR, age 23, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 25, 2003, a Patrol Agent encounted VAZQUES-ESCOBAR, claiming to be a Mexican citizen, on the westbound Amtrak train in Havre, Montana.  VAZQUES-ESCOBAR freely admitted to being in the United States illegally and stated that he was en route to Seattle, Washington to visit his aunt.  He was transported to the Havre Border Patrol Station for processing.


Upon arrival at the Border Patrol Station, VAZQUES-ESCOBAR was fingerprinted and a facsimile of the prints was sent to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for cross-referencing and identification purposes.  The subject’s right and left index fingers’ prints and photograph were then entered into the Border Patrol’s IDENT system.  IDENT revealed that VAZQUES-ESCOBAR was also known as Tomas Quintania, an alien from El Salvador that had previously been deported on September 3, 2000 through the Port of Miami, Florida.  When presented with these facts, VAZQUES-ESCOBAR admitted to being Tomas Quintania.  FBI fingerprint analysis matched VAZQUES-ESCOBAR prints to Quintania’s.  FBI records also indicated that VAZQUES-ESCOBAR had used at least 13 aliases and two dates of birth.


VAZQUES-ESCOBAR faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh, Jr. prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Border Patrol.
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