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FLORENCE HARE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, FLORENCE HARE, age 25, pled guilty to charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about September 9, 2003, the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force obtained a state court search warrant for the residence of HARE and her co-defendant.  During the search of the residence, approximately 68 grams of methamphetamine were found and seized as well as some cocaine, marijuana, and $2170 in cash.  The cash contained previously recorded bills that were used to purchase two grams of methamphetamine from an individual during a controlled purchase.


The United States would have presented the evidence through the testimony of the law enforcement officers that executed the search warrant.  In addition, the United States would have presented the testimony of a forensic chemist who would have confirmed that the substances seized from HARE’S residence were methamphetamine, marijuana, and cocaine.  Finally, the United States would have presented evidence that HARE’S residence is an apartment owned and operated by Montana State University – Northern for student and family housing.  A sentencing date has been set for September 5, 2003.


She faces possible penalties of eighty years imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and eight years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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