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VANCE ALAN BIRKY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on May 21, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, VANCE ALAN BIRKY pled guilty to charges of attempted manufacture of methamphetamine.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about July 27, 2001, agents of the Blackfeet tribal police, the FBI, and the Northwest  Drug Task Force (NWDTF) were summoned to BIRKY’S burned camper trailer in Babb.  The trailer was completely destroyed when the agents arrived, though they discovered in the trailer, and in BIRKY’S pickup outside the trailer, a variety of chemicals and solid waste products that suggested the presence of a methamphetamine lab in the trailer. This was a conclusion that was later confirmed by laboratory results.  That evidence comported with what the agents knew from other sources.  The man who took BIRKY to the hospital told FBI agents that the fire was started when BIRKY was cooking methamphetamine in the trailer.  The doctor who treated BIRKY told the FBI that based on BIRKY’S burns, he doubted BIRKY’S story of being burned by grease when cooking.  He opined instead that BIRKY was burned by a chemical fire of some kind.  Finally, Glacier National Park officers had stopped BIRKY for traffic violations the previous week and with the help of the NWDTF had determined that items found in his pickup were a methamphetamine lab.


On December 1, 2002, BIRKY was again in a camper trailer that burned.  And again, a search of the both the outside and the inside by the NWDTF of the trailer revealed chemicals and paraphernalia that suggested methamphetamine production.  


Sentencing has been set for September 4, 2003. 


BIRKY faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was joint effort by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Northwest Drug Task Force, and the Blackfeet Tribal Police.
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