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DERICK JAMES KOHL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on May 22, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DERICK JAMES KOHL pled guilty to charges of possession of a stolen firearm.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that an associate of KOHL’S would testify that KOHL stole three firearms from a house between the dates of December 8, 2001, and December 14, 2001.  The associate hid the firearms for KOHL who later picked them up.  The owners would testify that they did not give KOHL permission to take the three firearms.  Both the associate and the owner can identify KOHL.


A law enforcement officer would testify that on December 22, 2001, during

a consent search in East Helena, Montana, he found three firearms in the trunk of KOHL’S vehicle.  The law enforcement officer would testify that he readily recognized one of the three firearms as stolen since it was engraved with another officer’s name on it.  This law enforcement officer can identify KOHL.


The associate would testify that the three firearms found by the law

enforcement officer on December 22, 2001, were the same three firearms he previously hid for KOHL.  


After waiving his Miranda rights, KOHL admitted to law enforcement that he

knew the three firearms found in his trunk on December 22, 2001, were stolen.  This law enforcement officer can identify KOHL.


An ATF agent would testify that the three firearms recovered from KOHL

were not manufactured in Montana.  Therefore, the three firearms would have traveled in interstate commerce before they were stolen.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years imprisonment, a fine of $250,000.00, or both, and a term of three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernard Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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