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KRISTIN A. SMITH PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 22, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, KRISTIN A. SMITH pled guilty to charges of possession of counterfeit money and dealing in counterfeit money.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 5, 2003, a detective of the Billings Police Department investigated a report of counterfeit currency in the amount of $60 being passed at the Jackpot Casino in Billings, Montana.  The persons passing the counterfeit money were identified as the defendant SMITH and a co-defendant.  The detective interviewed the co-defendant and he admitted he had been present with SMITH and had observed the passing of the counterfeit bills as well as other counterfeit bills that were passed by SMITH in the amount of $20 at the Wal-Mart store on King Avenue West, Billings, Montana.  


The co-defendant said that he had been present on March 1, 2003, when another person gave the counterfeit money to SMITH. During the meeting between SMITH and the other person, this person referred to the money as “funny money” and displayed a wad of money (primarily $5 and $10 dollar bills) which he had in an organizer book and stated “my people make the money.”  


Her co-defendant would testify to these meetings.  The detective and agents of the Secret Service would testify concerning recovery of the money and would offer expert testimony that the money was counterfeit currency.  Agents would also testify that when confronted the other person admitted distributing some of the counterfeit currency to SMITH as well as another person.    


She faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the U.S. Secret Service and the Billings Police Department.
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