	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



THOMAS RODERICK YALLUP SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, THOMAS RODERICK YALLUP, age 21, appeared for sentencing.  YALLUP was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years and 7 months


YALLUP was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault resulting in serious bodily injury.  During the evening hours of August 3, 2002, Gordon Denny, the victim in this case, was at his home in Prairie View Village which is within the exterior boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The victim heard a noise outside; he grabbed a hammer and went outside.  The victim thought that someone was attempting to break into his vehicle.  Once outside, he recognized three Indian males one of which was THOMAS RODERICK YALLUP, Jr. The victim threw the hammer on the ground once he recognized the individuals and asked the group what they were doing in his yard.  The group responded to his question with verbal abuse.  At some point, Denny became involved in a scuffle with YALLUP.  The scuffle broke up and the group left the area.


The following day, August 4, 2002, YALLUP and the same other two individuals were at YALLUP’s house drinking.  One of the individuals began talking with YALLUP about what had occurred at Denny’s house the previous night.  YALLUP had been drinking heavily and did not recall what had occurred.  This person told YALLUP that Denny had beat him up.  YALLUP admitted that he felt sore.  Consequently, the group, which included YALLUP, decided to confront Denny.


After arriving at Denny’s residence, Denny and YALLUP stood in the doorway of Denny’s residence discussing the previous night’s altercation.  During the discussion, words were exchanged between one of the other individuals and Denny.  Without warning, that individual punched Denny in the face.  The fight between Denny and that person moved into the residence where Denny put him into a choke hold.  During this time, Greg Denny, Gordon’s cousin, attempted to break up the fight but was unsuccessful because he dislocated his shoulder.  At some point, YALLUP and the same person that started the altercation began punching the victim.  They continued until he was laying unconscious on the floor.  While he was on the floor, unconscious, they continued to kick and punch him.


After the fight, YALLUP and the others returned to YALLUP’s residence to wash their hands and arms due to the large amount of blood from the fight.  A person at YALLUP’s residence hid YALLUP’s shirt per his request.  One of the individuals in the group stated he might have killed Gordon.  YALLUP and the two other people hid in the basement of YALLULP’s house until they were arrested by tribal police.


While at the jail, YALLUP attempted to flush his bloody socks down a cell toilet.  He eventually gave a statement admitting that he had attempted to flush his socks in the cell toilet.  He also admitted to punching the victim.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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