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JUAN LUIS ARELLANO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 28, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JUAN LUIS ARELLANO pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute and possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  


During the hearing, ARELLANO acknowledged that from July 10, 2001 to February 14, 2002, he and others, conspired to distribute and possess with intent to distribute in excess of 50 grams of methamphetamine.  ARELLANO acknowledged that on July 10, 2001, he knowingly distributed approximately 6.4 grams of methamphetamine; on August 23, 2001, he distributed approximately 55.6 grams of methamphetamine; on September 25, 2001, he  distributed approximately 42.1 grams of methamphetamine; on November 20, 2001, he distributed approximately 50.8 grams of methamphetamine; on February 14, 2002, he  distributed approximately 26.9 grams of methamphetamine; and on February 14, 2002, he distributed approximately 26.8 grams of methamphetamine.


ARELLANO faces possible penalties for conspiracy to posses with intent to distribute of a mandatory minimum five to forty years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For distribution of methamphetamine, he faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Drug Enforcement Administration, Federal Bureau of Investigation, the City County Special Investigations Unit and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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