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JOSEPH DEAN LIRA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on May 29, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JOSEPH DEAN LIRA appeared for sentencing.  LIRA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LIRA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of being a felon-in possession of a firearm.  On August 17, 2001, LIRA was stopped by officers of the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.  The deputies asked for and were given consent to search the vehicle that LIRA was driving.  At that time LIRA informed the deputies that there was a 44-magnum Ruger Super Blackhawk revolver under the driver’s seat of the truck.  The firearm was taken into evidence.


Further investigation by the Sheriff’s Office found that LIRA had taken the firearm from a person’s residence without his permission.


LIRA was convicted of a felony in March of 1999 which precluded him from possessing a firearm.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
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