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JASON McLEOD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on June 3, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JASON McLEOD pled guilty to charges of two counts of distribution of Ecstasy.  McLEOD  is to appear for sentencing on August 20, 2003, at 10:00 a.m.


In a plea agreement filed by the United States, the government incorporated an Offer of Proof which states the government would prove at trial that on April 20, 2001, a cooperating witness obtained 45 Ecstasy tablets from an individual whose source of supply was JASON McLEOD.  The transaction took place at a residence on Avenue C in Billings, which is within 1000 feet of the playground at Rose Park.  Agents provided surveillance for the undercover buy that occurred in front of McLEOD’S apartment.


The government would also prove at trial that on May 3, 2001, McLEOD sold 46 Ecstasy tablets to a Drug Enforcement Administration undercover agent.  This sale took place between McLEOD and the agent in the parking lot of Smith’s Grocery Store on Grand Avenue in Billings.


He faces possible penalties for distribution of Ecstasy within 1000 feet of a playground of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 6 years supervised release.  For distribution of Ecstasy McLEOD faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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