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WILLIAM J. BOW PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 4, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WILLIAM T. BOW pled guilty to charges of burglary.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the early morning hours of October 13, 2002, a person was driving home in the Wolf Point area. The witness further observed a male carrying a couch out of a garage door and knew that this was unusual considering it was early in the morning.   The witness drove to the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office and reported the incident.  Officers from the Fort Peck Tribe, Roosevelt County and Wolf Point City responded to the call.  BOW and a co-defendant were caught outside Gysler’s Furniture store.  The owner of the store advised that neither BOW nor his co-defendant were to be in the store after business hours.


BOW faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $50,000 fine and three years supervised release.


A sentencing date has been set for October 2, 2003.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Fort Peck Tribes Criminal Investigations Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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The Offer of Proof, which is a more detailed recitation of the facts supporting the government’s case can be obtained by calling LECC Coordinator Beth Binstock (406) 247-4653.
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