	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



SONIA CALDERON SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 5, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, SONIA CALDERON, appeared for sentencing.  CALDERON  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100


CALDERON was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on March 7, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that CALDERON, the girlfriend or wife of a co-defendant, accompanied him on trips to Montana and Idaho for the purpose of delivering methamphetamine or collecting money from previous distributions of methamphetamine.  CALDERON had knowledge of the purpose of the trips, and on at least one occasion she collected drug money on behalf of a co-defendant.


CALDERON admitted to law enforcement that she knew that a co-defendant was distributing methamphetamine and that she accompanied the co-defendant  on numerous trips, doing the driving at least twice.  She also admitted that when the co-defendant was in jail for a time she traveled to Montana to collect money owed to him by from a previous drug deal. 


The government would also prove the total amount of methamphetamine involved was in excess of 500 grams.  Often a single delivery would be a pound of methamphetamine, or approximately 450 grams.  Since CALDERON was involved in multiple deliveries, despite her sporadic involvement in the conspiracy, the United States would be able to show that the total amount she was responsible for was more than 500 grams.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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The Offer of Proof, which is a more detailed recitation of the facts supporting the government’s case can be obtained by calling Beth Binstock, LECC Coordinator (406) 247-4653.
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