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MARIA DUQUE-TORRES SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 4, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MARIA DUQUE-TORRES appeared for sentencing.  DUQUE-TORRES  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


DUQUE-TORRES was sentenced after a jury found her guilty in February of 2003 of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  From an unknown date believed to be in May 2002, up to and including the date of indictment, in Billings and other areas, DUQUE-TORES and at least 4 co-conspirators conspired and agreed to possess with intent to distribute over 500 grams of a mixture containing d-methamphetamine.


During the period of the conspiracy, DUQUE-TORRES and the co-conspirators agreed to obtain and possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.   During the period of the conspiracy and on June 10, 2002, the co-conspirators brought one pound of methamphetamine to Billings.  On June 20, 2002, the co-conspirators brought approximately 3/4 of a pound of methamphetamine to Billings.  On July 2, 2002, one of the co-conspirators possessed with intent to distribute approximately two ounces of methamphetamine.  During the period of the conspiracy, DUQUE-TORRES purchased a 1999 GMC Suburban that she allowed to be used to transport co-conspirators and methamphetamine to Montana for redistribution.


During the period of the conspiracy and in particular on July 10, 2002, DUQUE-TORRES and co-conspirators possessed with intent to distribute approximately 3/4 pound of methamphetamine.  The co-conspirators utilized the telephone to further the conspiracy.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.
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