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JOHN STOVER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on June 5, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOHN STOVER, a 62-year-old resident of St. Regis, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  STOVER is to appear for sentencing on September 25, 2003, at 11:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the government, the United States stated it would prove at trial that on or about August 8, 2000, in Bozeman,  STOVER was involved in a conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine which included 2 other individuals.  


Witnesses would testify that his co-conspirator had been distributing methamphetamine to two women over a period of time prior to August 2000.  The co-conspirator was living in Utah at the time and contacts between the parties would be demonstrated by telephone records as well as motel and Western Union documents.  In August of 2000, in Bozeman, his co-conspirator was to deliver to one of the women approximately one pound of methamphetamine for re-distribution in the Butte area.  The woman was unable to handle the purchase of the methamphetamine at the time and the co-conspirator turned to the other woman to complete the distribution. 


This woman would testify that she had known and dealt controlled substances with  STOVER prior to August 2000, and that STOVER was generally known as a supplier of marijuana.  STOVER lived in the same trailer park as the woman and was the maintenance man for the area.  Upon receiving the pound of methamphetamine from the co-conspirator,  the woman turned to STOVER to assist in the distribution of the pound.  On or about August 8, 2000, witnesses, including the woman and her husband, would testify that  STOVER received approximately six ounces of methamphetamine from her for the purpose of distributing to others in the Bozeman area.  Proceeds from this distribution were used to pay the other defendant.


During the same period of time DEA agents acting in an undercover capacity were also dealing with the woman.  Portions of the one pound quantity that had been delivered by the co-conspirator to the woman were dealt to the undercover agents.  This methamphetamine has been examined by the DEA Laboratory.   A chemist from the laboratory would testify that it was, in fact, d-methamphetamine, a Schedule II controlled substance.  


Upon being confronted by DEA agents at the time of his arrest concerning this matter, STOVER agreed to discuss his dealings with the woman and waived his right to have an attorney present.  STOVER admitted that he had assisted the woman in the distribution of methamphetamine in the District of Montana, primarily in the Livingston/Bozeman area.


While estimates of the amount of the drugs delivered by the co-conspirator and distributed through the woman and STOVER vary, a reasonable estimate is more than 50 but less than 200 grams.  STOVER is responsible for this amount in the conspiracy.  


He faces possible penalties of 40 years in prison, a fine of $2,000,000 and 4 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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