	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



HAVRE MAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 10, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MIKE MASE STRIKE, age 24, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession of firearms during a drug trafficking offense.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning on a date prior to March 25, 2001, through November, 2002,  STRIKE obtained methamphetamine from various sources for redistribution.  This fact would be established by calling his coconspirators who have both direct and indirect knowledge that STRIKE was being supplied by another individual. 


During the period of the conspiracy,  STRIKE redistributed methamphetamine to others.  Testimony would show that an individual personally received over 500 grams of methamphetamine from STRIKE.  This person would also testify that he then personally redistributed a portion of the methamphetamine that he received from STRIKE.  


Through the testimony of others, the United States would prove that during the time frame set forth in the  indictment, MIKE MASE STRIKE, aka Miguel Mase Strike, had personal knowledge that this conspiracy involved in excess of 500 grams of methamphetamine.


The United States would establish the violation charged in Count II through testimony that on October 23, 2002, during the course of a Probation and Parole search conducted at STRIKE’S residence, a small quantity of methamphetamine and three separate firearms were located.  These firearms were described as  a SKS 7.62 rifle, Serial Number 70920766; a Smith and Wesson Model 5906 9mm handgun, Serial Number TDJ2380; and an Interarms Model M971 .357 pistol, Serial Number 078896.  This testimony alone would establish that STRIKE simultaneously possessed both methamphetamine and the firearms and the date of the seizure would establish that the firearms were possessed during the period of the conspiracy.  Testimony would establish that STRIKE possessed one of the firearms in relation to the conspiracy by pointing out that STRIKE carried a firearm during that time.  Finally, testimony would establish that an individual traded guns to STRIKE and that STRIKE reduced the amount the individual owed STRIKE for drugs as a result of the exchange.  STRIKE is a resident of Havre.


A sentencing date has been set for October 3, 2003.  


STRIKE faces possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of life imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, the possible penalties are a minimum mandatory five years imprisonment.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernard Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Tri Agency Task Force.
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