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DARRIN WADE BERNARD SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DARRIN WADE BERNARD, appeared for sentencing.  WADE  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 months

! 


Restitution: $75 

! 


Special Assessment: $10


BERNARD was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to striking, beating or wounding. In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that  during the early morning hours of October 13, 2002, BERNARD’s brother became engaged in an altercation with another individual, who is the victim in this case. The altercation occurred at the home of an acquaintance which is located within the boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  His brother became upset with two individuals at the home because his girlfriend was also there.   BERNARD and the two individuals became involved in a verbal fight that turned physical when the brother took a baseball bat from one of their vehicles. BERNARD’s brother struck one of the individuals on the forearm and struck the victim in this case on the head.  Both individuals fled from the residence.


All the individuals left the residence and drove to another home, which is also located within the boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The owner refused to allow entry, and the group left and returned to his residence.  Upon their return, they discovered extensive vandalism – both windows had been broken, and furniture inside of the house had been destroyed.


Consequently, the group left and returned to the second home where two people were standing at the front door talking.  While they were standing at the front door, a white Ford Bronco II drove up.  BERNARD was driving the Bronco.  The brother got out of the Bronco, and began assaulting the individual on the porch.  BERNARD struck the same individual with his fists and continued to kick and punch the victim while he was laying on the ground.  The victim was assisted into the house and the two began kicking the front door.  The person inside believed the individuals were trying to get into the house.


The sister of the victim attempted to drive him to the hospital.  As the driver approached the girlfriend’s residence, another altercation occurred with BERNARD and his brother.  At this point, Rocky Boy tribal police officers arrived.  BERNARD was arrested and his brother fled.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper-Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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