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TARA ESTELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 12, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, TARA ESTELL, appeared for sentencing.  ESTELL  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


ESTELL was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to maintaining a premises for distributing or storing a controlled substance. 


ESTELL maintained a rental apartment at 1114 4th Avenue South in Great Falls on January 17, 2003, and before, as her principal residence.  During pertinent periods of time reflected in the Superseding Information, ESTELL knowingly and unlawfully made the apartment available to and at the request of another individual.


During pertinent periods of time ESTELL used and distributed small quantities of controlled substances and allowed the other individual to store, distribute and use controlled substances traceable to that person at this apartment.


Law enforcement officers executed search warrants at her apartment on two separate occasions; October 22, 2002 and January 17, 2003, and on each occasion found controlled substances traceable to the other individual and/or his associates including methamphetamine, marijuana and cocaine.


The substances recovered from this apartment consisted of either marijuana, a mixture containing a detectible amount of cocaine and/or a mixture containing a detectable amount of methamphetamine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force.
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