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TRACY ALLAN McGOWAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 13, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, TRACY ALLAN McGOWAN, age 31, pled guilty to charges of voluntary manslaughter.  McGOWAN is to appear for sentencing on October 9, 2003, at 1:00 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in the early morning hours of April 5, 2003, McGOWAN and the victim became engaged in an argument at a private residence.  McGOWAN left the residence on foot and the victim followed him east on “E” street in Poplar.  A short distance from the initial residence, McGOWAN and the victim again began to scuffle.  During the fight, McGOWAN stabbed the victim several times with a knife.  The victim suffered three stab wounds to the chest as well as puncture wounds and lacerations to his head, neck, back, arms and hands.  The victim was transported by ambulance to the Poplar Community Hospital.  He died shortly after arriving at the hospital.   McGOWAN was discovered a short distance from the location of the stabbing, hiding under a motor vehicle and was placed in custody.


He faces possible penalties of life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Unit.
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