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DEFENDANT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on June 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSE MARTINEZ-GOMEZ pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on June 16, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 21, 2003, the U.S. Border Patrol was contacted by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe police about two individuals that they had in custody.  These individuals did not speak English.  Border Patrol agents responded to the train yard and interviewed the two subjects. MARTINEZ-GOMEZ identified himself as Ramon Gonzales.  He admitted that he was a citizen of Mexico, and that he had entered the United States illegally, in October 2002, near El Paso, Texas.  He admitted that he had been living in the United States illegally since his re-entry.  MARTINEZ-GOMEZ did not possess any documents that would allow him to enter, pass through, or remain in the United States legally.


On April 21, 2003, the defendant’s biographical information and fingerprints were entered into IDENT, an INS databank, and the FBI fingerprint laboratory.  The IDENT system identified the defendant’s true name as JOSE MARTINEZ-GOMEZ.  The defendant was deported from the United States on March 16, 1999, through the Paso del Norte Port of Entry at El Paso, Texas.  On April 22, 2003, the FBI laboratory confirmed that the fingerprints belonged to Jose Martinez-Gomez.  In addition, the FBI advised that MARTINEZ-GOMEZ had pled guilty to the crime of sexual assault of a child on February 10, 1999.  When asked about his name, he admitted that his true name is Jose Martinez-Gomez.  On May 19, 2003, a Senior Border Patrol Agent compared MARTINEZ-GOMEZ’S fingerprints, taken at his arrest, to the fingerprint on the warrant of deportation contained in the alien file of Jose Martinez-Gomez. The agent determined that the fingerprints belonged to the same person.


On April 22, 2003, it was verified, through immigration records, that the defendant had not received permission from the Attorney General, or his successor, the Secretary for Homeland Security to apply for re-entry after being deported on March 16, 1999.


A sentencing date has been set for October 10, 2003.  


MARTINEZ-GOMEZ faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.
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