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RE-SENTENCING HEARING ON MURDER CHARGE HELD IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 18, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, ROBIN LEO IRON, appeared for re-sentencing on a murder conviction from 1998.  On July 30, 1999, IRON was found guilty of second degree murder.  On January 30, 1998, IRON shot and killed his cousin with a rifle on the Crow Indian Reservation.  IRON and the victim were both members of the Crow Tribe.  


He was sentenced to five years in prison. The United States appealed the sentence to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  The Court reversed the sentence, ruling that IRON improperly received a 2 level reduction on his sentence guideline calculation, for accepting responsibility for the murder.  Given the determination by the Court of Appeals that IRON did not accept responsibility, the court ordered that he return to U.S. District Court for another sentencing hearing.  


On June 18, 2003, Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom sentenced IRON to 6 ½ years in prison and ordered him to pay over $15,000 in restitution.


Department of Justice Trial attorney George Z. Toscas prosecuted this case for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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