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JOHN LEONARD REINLASODER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on June 26, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOHN LEONARD REINLASODER appeared for sentencing.  REINLASODER  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Restitution: $4,556.00

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


REINLASODER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of mail theft by a postal employee.  In January of 2002, the State of Montana reported the loss of a significant amount of food stamps which had been mailed to the Glasgow area.  Postal Inspectors reviewed the loss data and concluded that the losses from the mail appeared to be localized in the Wolf Point distribution area.  Inspectors were able to determine that the food stamps had been mailed and could be traced leaving the Billings Processing and Distribution Center.


Because the losses appeared to be occurring in at the Wolf Point facility, Inspectors misdirected a postal “tray” of food stamps from Missoula to Wolf Point.  Inspectors concluded that if an employee were taking food stamps out of the mail stream, the misdirected post would expose the corrupt postal employee.


Inspectors began surveillance of the Wolf Point Post Office on February 14, 2002.  They observed the misdirected food stamps arrive at the Wolf Point facility.  At approximately 4:15 a.m., they also observed REINLASODER, a postal employee, move the tray to an area where no other employees were present and was a different location than where the Wolf Point food stamps were placed for processing.


During the next hour, Inspectors observed REINLASODER place the Missoula food stamps in a nylon bag and hide the bag near a loading dock. Afer three trips to the dock, he took all of the food stamps and secreted them in the Registry Cage.   At approximately 7:45 a.m., REINLASODER entered the cage with an empty plastic garbage sack and there he placed the nylon bag containing the food stamps inside the garbage bag.  Ten minutes later, REINLASODER picked up the garbage bag, took it to the alley behind the Post Office and dumped it in a trash container.


REINLASODER was interviewed and confessed to stealing food stamps which he indicated was for the purpose of bartering for methamphetamine.  REINLASODER identified his source of supply.  He indicated that the source would come to his apartment looking for stolen food stamps which the source would trade, at 50% the face value, for methamphetamine.


REINLASODER agreed to assist law enforcement and set up a trade with the source for $2000 worth of stolen food stamps.  Under the surveillance of law enforcement, REINLASODER met the source at his apartment and exchanged the food stamps for a syringe of a substance that later tested positive for the presence of methamphetamine.  Law enforcement agents then went to the source’s apartment, after REINLASODER had left, and obtained the sources’ consent to search.  They discovered the stolen food stamps.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Postal Service.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

